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facturing industries include zinc rolling mills
and zinc smelting works, and manufactures
of clocks, brick, cement, glass, ploughs and
farm machinery. La Salle was settled about
1837 and named after Sieur de La Salle, the
great French-Canadian explorer; p. 12,812.

La Salle, Robert Cavelier, Sieur de
(1643-87), famous French explorer in N.
America, the first man to pass down the
Mississippi river from the French possessions
in the n. to the Gulf of Mexico. He was
born at Rouen, France. He is remembered
chiefly for his expedition of 1678-82, during
which, after overcoming manifold hardships
and showing indomitable perseverance, he
reached the Mississippi river by way of the
Great Lakes and the Illinois river, estab-
lishing a fort (Fort Crevecceur) on or near
the site of the present Peoria, 111., and leagu-
ing together the Illinois Indians to fight
back the Iroquois, and passed down the
Mississippi river (1682) from the mouth of
the Illinois to the Gulf of Mexico, taking
possession of the region about the mouth
of the river for Louis xiv., in whose honor
he called the surrounding country 'Louisi-
ana.'

Lascar (a camp-follower or soldier; from
Hindustani and Persian lashkari) is now
freely applied to sailors of East Indian birth
serving on European ships,

Lascaris, Constantine (d. c. 1493), a
pioneer of Greek learning in the West. His
Greek grammar, Erotemata (1476), was
the earliest printed Greek book in Italy.

Las Casas, Bartolome de (1474-1566),
bishop of Chiapa, Mexico, called the
'Apostle of the Indians,' was born at Se,-
ville. After studying at the University of
Salamanca, he joined an expedition of Co-
lumbus to the W. Indies (1498-1500), and
subsequently went to Haiti, where he took
holy orders. After some years spent in
Europe, he accepted the bishopric of Chiapa
in 1544. He left Veynte Razones (Twenty
Reasons' in support of Indian freedom);
Brevissima Relation de la Destruction de
las Indias (1552), and other works.

Las Cases, Emmanuel Augustin Dieu-
donne Marin Joseph, Count de (1766-
1842), French historian, born near Revel
in Languedoc. After Waterloo he accom-
panied the ex-emperor to St. Helena, and
there wrote at his dictation the Memorial
de Sainte Helene (1821-3). *

Lasker, Edward (1829-84), German pub-
Heist. He strove earnestly towards the uni-

fication of Germany, and took a chief part
in remodelling the judicial system (1867-77).
The action of Bismarck in returning undeliv-
ered through the German minister at Wash-
ington resolutions of condolence passed by
the House of Representatives and forwarded
to Minister Sargent at Berlin for presentation
to the Reichstag, gave rise to 'the Lasker
incident.'
Lasker, Emanuel (1868-1941), German
chess player, born at Berlmchen, Branden-
burg. He defeated Blackburne in London
(1892), and Steinitz in America (1894), win-
ning the game at St. Petersburg (1896). He
lost his title to Capablanca 1920, 1921, but
regained it 1924.
Laski, Harold (1893- ), English po-
litical economist, was born in Manchester,
son of a Jewish merchant; educated at Ox-
ford; 1914-16 was lecturer at McGill, Har-
vard, Amherst, Yale; 1926-41, professor of
political science at the Univ. of London.
After World War I he became the intellectual
spokesman of the British Labor Party and
gained international reputation. In 1945, with
the Labor Party in power, his prestige as
adviser was enhanced. He was an advocate
of socialism; his theme, overthrow of capital-
ism by 'revolution by consent.'
Las Palmas, chief tn. on N,E. shore of
Grand Canary Is., prov. Canaries, Spain.
LassallC; Ferdinand (1825-64), the most
brilliant and picturesque of German social-
ists, was foremost among the founders of
the Social Democratic party in Germany.
Between the ideas and methods of Marx
and those of Lassalle there is a great differ-
ence. Marx was an internationalist; Lassalle
was an ardent patriot, a fanatical advocate
of German unity, which gave him influ-
ence over Bismarck, and liberalized Prus-
sian domestic politics for a time. The So-
cial Democratic party which he and Marx
jointly founded adopted Marx's collectivism
as its program, but it confined itself within
national limits. The story of his life is
the basis of Meredith's novel The Tragic
Comedians.
Lassell, William (1799-1880), English as-
tronomer, was born at Bolton, Lancashire.
He built an observatory at Starfield, near
Liverpool, and constructed a two-foot spec-
ulum? with which he discovered the satellite
of Neptune (1846). The same instrument
disclosed Saturn's eighth satellite, Hyperion
(1848), and the inner Uranian satellites,
Ariel and Umbriel (1831), In 1861 he